[The Geneva experience: the Department of Community Medicine].
The mission of the Department of Community Medicine at the Geneva University Hospitals is to offer the underserved and marginalised populations guaranteed access to the health system and to promote education and research in general and internal medicine (primary care). The activity with a two-fold focus--medical-social and academic--demonstrated by the type of care offered to homeless people and other clandestine groups allows for the achievement of a number of objectives of the Towards Unity for Health programme. However, evidence to date emphasises that such a structure remains fragile.